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Reading/English Language Arts 
Fourth-grade students learn to apply foundational 
reading skills to read and comprehend literature in 
various genres. The use of textual evidence, including 
direct quotes, to support analysis of theme, character, 
and point of view, is emphasized.  Balancing the 
reading of literature with informational text helps 
students learn how to identify various text structures as 
well as how to integrate information from two texts on 
the same topic to speak or write about in a report.  
Writing instruction focuses on producing narrative, 
expository, and opinion pieces demonstrating 
command of grade-appropriate formal language 
conventions, grammar, and usage.  Cursive 
handwriting instruction emphasizes correct formation 
of letters and fluent production of written work.  
Students conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge through investigation of different aspects of 
a topic.  Students demonstrate speaking and listening 
skills through oral reports and participation in 
collaborative discussions.  Vocabulary skills developed 
in fourth grade include clarifying the meaning of 
unknown words using context clues, using common 
grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots, 
and consulting both print and digital references.  
Students also learn to understand figurative language, 
word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.  
Fourth-grade students acquire and use grade-
appropriate general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases. 
 

Mathematics 
The fourth-grade mathematics program focuses on 
developing an understanding of and fluency with 
multi-digit multiplication. Students develop an 
understanding of dividing to find quotients involving 
multi-digit dividends. They develop an understanding 
of fraction equivalence, addition and subtraction of 
fractions with like denominators, and multiplication of 
fractions by whole numbers.  They also understand that 
geometric figures can be analyzed and classified based 
on their properties. Students use an increasingly 
sophisticated and efficient variety of strategies, tools, 
and symbols for illustrating concepts, explaining 
reasoning, and solving mathematical problems.  Two 
math problem-solving competitions are open to fourth-
grade students: Pentathlon and Olympiad.  Students 

may also compete in Mathletics. 
 

Social Studies 
The social studies curriculum focuses on the 
similarities and differences across Kansas and the 
regions of the United States (Northeast, Southeast, 
Midwest, Southwest, and West) to promote geographic 
and historical awareness and civic competency. A 
sense of place, an individual’s role in the community 
and state, the influence of geography and economics on 
decision making, and the historical context of the state 
and regions are key elements. The goal is for students 
to use their understanding of various social studies 
topics to problem-solve how Kansas is similar and 
different from the five regions in the United States. 
Instruction integrates thinking skills, historical 
processes, and content so that students are able to apply 
their learning to their own lives. 

Science 
In fourth-grade science, students will answer questions 
such as: “What are waves and what are some things 
they can do? How can water, ice, wind, and vegetation 
change the land? How does the human eye see?”  
Students will also observe that plants and animals have 
structures that function to support survival and growth. 
They will apply their understanding of energy to 
design, test, and refine a device that converts energy 
from one form to another.     
 

Health 
The health curriculum includes information on puberty 
and the skills needed to respond to peer pressure.  The 
fourth-grade health class is divided by gender when the 
changes associated with puberty are presented.   
 

 
 
 
 

Assessments 
• DIBELS Literacy:  fall, winter, spring 
• DIBELS Math:  fall, winter, spring 
• Measures of Academic Progress (MAP):  fall, 

winter, spring 
• Kansas ELA Assessment:  spring 
• Kansas Math Assessment:  spring 
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